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WELCOME TO 
THE FIRST 
EDITION OF 
HERD SCENE 
FOR 2018
We trust you had a very Merry 
Christmas, and hope 2018 
shapes up to be a happy and 
prosperous year for all.

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Pregnancy testing
• Zinc treatment
• Herd Lepto vaccinations

• Autumn herd dry offs

WIN A $500 
HUNTING & 
FISHING NZ 
VOUCHER.
Purchase your Face-Guard 
zinc boluses from MVS and 
go into the draw. 

 GRANT FRASER

THINKING ABOUT OAD
Once a day (OAD) milking in the 
peak of summer is becoming a 
standard option for a lot of farmers. 
People are constantly asking us for 
our opinion on OAD as a coping 
method for feed shortages and heat 
stress. The key points are:

You need to have 10 days worth 
of food in front of you if you want 
to go OAD. If you change routine 
and suddenly reduce the amount 
of dry matter and/or protein in the 
diet, then often cows will react by 
drying off.

Somatic cell counts can suddenly 
double following OAD. It is then 
typical for the BTMSCC to settle 
down over a week to a level 10–20% 
higher than before.

Expect a drop in production of 
approximately 10%. You can 
minimise this loss by maintaining 
Dry Matter and Protein intakes at 
the pre OAD levels. Typically this is 
not what happens, as the driver of 
going OAD is a lack of quality feed 
options.

By milking in the morning only 
you avoid having animals walking 
and standing on the yards in the 
heat of the day. This reduces heat 
stress that reduces dry matter 
intakes, feed conversion efficiency 
and can lead to increased rates of 
other diseases (pneumonia etc).

Less energy spent walking. 
Reducing walking by 1 km a day on 
a flat farm saves 3MJME or about 
1/3 kg of grass per cow. On steep 
hill country it is closer to 6MJME. 
On big, steep, hiller farms this is 
a significant saving, but on many 
smaller flat local farms the savings 
can be less than you think.

Do you rely on in-shed feeders? 
If you are using in-shed feeders 
then you have to consider that the 
cows are only going to be fed OAD 
as well. Can they physically eat 
enough food in the time that you 
are milking them?

Consider getting rid of cull cows 
early. Often this will be more 
beneficial to some farms.
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*T’s & C’s apply. See in-store for details.



  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

 November 2017* 71kg DM/day 58mm 18°C 2498kg DM 132,000 

 December 2017 16kg DM/day 0mm 20°C 2108kg DM 131,000

 December 2016 59kg DM/day 62mm 19°C 2257kg DM 137,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS
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 GREG JARRATT

HEAT STRESS IN COWS
The optimal temperature zone for a cow is between -0.5°C and 20.0°C. 

Last month Met Service statistics 
from Hamilton Airport showed 
two days where the temperature 
hit 28°C. These readings exceeded 
December 2016 by 2°C and the 
average monthly temperature 
by 3°C.

This may not seem overly high 
in comparison to other farming 
environments. However local 
cows also have very high relative 
humidity to contend with – see 
below.

A cow’s increased susceptibility to 
heat stress at lower temperatures 
with high humidity, is due to the 
mechanisms that they use to cool 
themselves.

Up to 25°C cows can effectively lose 
heat to the cooler air and objects 
around them. This is referred to as 
‘non evaporative’ heat loss. 

Over 25°C cows become more 
reliant on sweating and panting, 
known as ‘evaporative’ heat loss. 
However when relative humidity 
is high, evaporative heat loss is less 
effective and the risk of heat stress 
increases.

Cows suffering heat stress eat less, 
have reduced activity, have higher 
breathing rates and increased 
blood flow to extremities – all of 
which result in a reduction in milk 
production.

Improving cow performance in 
hot environments can be managed 
with the following steps: 

• Environment: Provide access to 
shade, fans and sprinklers.

• Breeding: Often challenging 
because higher producing cows 
are generally at greater risk of 
heat stress.

• Nutrition: Provide access to 
water (key factor). 

 Ensure nutrient density and feed 
quality is optimal. High quality 
feeds will help balance the 
reduction in DMI.

 Ensure nutrients are properly 
balanced.

 Ensure mineral requirement is 
increased. Potassium (K+) is lost 
in sweat and saliva  and should 
be replaced along with dietary 
Sodium to help increase milk 
production. 

FAREWELL 
ADRIENNE, 
WELCOME 
CHRIS!
Adrienne Robins’ one year 
internship with MVS has come 
to an end and she has now 
moved on to a new position 
with Aorangi Vets, based in 
Geraldine. Adrienne was able 
to experience a high case load 
on farm this season, as well 
as a variety of work in our 
companion animal department. 
Her bubbly spirit, enthusiasm 
and easy-going nature will be 
missed, but we know that she 
will thoroughly enjoy her new 
environment down south.

With Adrienne’s departure we 
welcome on board our new 
Production Animal Intern 
Christopher Bozzo. Chris is 
a new graduate from JCU 
University in Townsville, 
Australia and will be part of the 
MVS Farm Team for the next 
12 months. He has a special 
interest in lame cows and the 
InCalf program. Outside of work 
Chris enjoys tennis, cricket and 
fishing.

*Correction from December Herd Scene.

Cows are susceptible to heat stress at lower 
temperatures with high humidity.

Chris Bozzo BVSc


